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HIGHLIGHTS OF THE TRIP

• View the cloud forest from a new perspective as you walk the Mistico Hanging Bridges  
    through the tree canopy

• Contemplate the mysteries of Costa Rica’s past civilizations as you admire petroglyphs and  
    tombs at Guayabo Archeological Site

• Witness the collage of colors in Sarco Foundation founder Ileana de Terán’s world-famous  
    orchid garden

• Take a boat ride across Lake Arenal in the shadow of the majestic Arenal volcano

• Imagine San José’s society-of-old as you admire the lavish National Theater and other  
    historic sights of the capital city

• Bask in the warmth and healing properties of luxurious natural hot springs

• Search the skies for the elusive and resplendent Quetzal at the Monteverde Biological Cloud  
    Forest Reserve

• Relish Costa Rican cuisine as you try your own hand at preparing traditional dishes such as  
    patacones and tortillas de queso

• Marvel at exotic flora and fauna of Costa Rica’s rainforest as you float down the beautiful  
    Sarapiqui River

• Taste the freshest cup of Arabica coffee during a visit to the plantations of a traditional  
    coffee hacienda

• Relax at carefully selected boutique accommodations in spectacular and varied natural  
    settings

• Enjoy the specialized knowledge of your trip escort, Arboretum Director Emeritus Peter Olin

• $300 tax-deductible donation to the Arboretum included. Your donation helps less fortunate  
    public gardens around the world in their conservation efforts.

THE GARDENS, FORESTS & CULTURE 
OF COSTA RICA 

FEBRUARY 27TH TO MARCH 10TH, 2017
$4,430 LAND COST ONLY*

(INTERNATIONAL AIRFARE ESTIMATED AT $600**)

The Minnesota Landscape Arboretum in 

conjunction with Knowmad Adventures is 

proud to announce a once-in-a-lifetime Costa 

Rica experience: “The Gardens, Forests & 

Culture of Costa Rica.” This 12-day trip from 

February 27th to March 10th will highlight the unparalleled biodiversity of Costa Rica’s flora 

and fauna, impressive sights of geological wonders and vibrant expressions of traditional 

culture. Beginning in the capital city of San José, experience Costa Rica’s vastly varied 

ecosystems while visiting the Arenal Volcano, Monteverde Forest, Sarapiqui River, the 

Turrialba Valley and beyond. Enjoy private visits to exotic gardens, impressive research 

centers and tranquil forest preserves. Live the warmth of tico culture as you sip coffee at 

peaceful haciendas and visit historic buildings of architectural beauty. Plunge into the Pura 

Vida lifestyle as you explore Costa Rica with Knowmad Adventures and the Minnesota 

Landscape Arboretum. Call Knowmad Adventures at 612.315.2894 (ext. 101 for Jordan) 

for more information and to register. This trip will likely sell out and space is limited.
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A ROUTE OVERVIEW:  THE GARDENS, FORESTS & CULTURE OF COSTA RICA

DAY 1 	 Arrival & San José

DAY 2-4 Turrialba

DAY 5/6  Sarapiqui

DAY 7/8 Arenal

DAY 9/10	Monteverde

DAY 11/12	San José & Departure

SAN JOSE • TURRIALBA • SARAPIQUI • ARENAL • MONTEVERDE ´

MAP OF COSTA RICA

Costa Rica

[ ARENAL

[ SARAPIQUI

[ MONTEVERDE

[ SAN JOSÉ

[ TURRIALBA

OUTLINE OF CENTRAL AMERICA

HOST: PETER OLIN 

Professor Peter Olin is Director Emeritus of the Minnesota Landscape Arboretum and 
former chair of the University of Minnesota Landscape Architecture Program. Enjoy his 
globetrotting expertise and immense knowledge of plants and landscape design as he 
escorts this trip to Costa Rica.
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FEB 27 Arrival in San José
You will take a flight from the U.S. to Costa Rica’s capital city, San José, surrounded by high 
mountains in the Central Valley. Upon arrival in San José you will be met at the airport by a 
Knowmad Adventures representative and transferred to your boutique accommodations. 
Take some time to settle in and admire the spectacular views from the rooftop terrace. In the 
evening enjoy a Welcome Dinner with your group in the acclaimed restaurant, which merges 
Mediterranean cuisine and traditional Costa Rican dishes to tantalize your taste buds.  

 • D - Hotel Alta las Palomas or similar

FEB 28 Basilica de los Ángles in Cartago City & The Lankester Botanical Garden 
In the morning you will head towards Turrialba, visiting the sites of Cartago City and the Lankester 
Botanical Garden along the way. In Cartago admire the Basilica de los Ángeles with its unique 
mix of colonial architecture. Legend has it that a young girl found a magical figurine of the Virgin 
Mary, and the current building sits on that site.  After enjoying lunch at a local restaurant en route, 
continue on to Lankester Botanical Garden, a University of Costa Rica Center for Investigation 
that protects species of orchids, bromeliads and countless other plants. What began as a private 
garden of amateur botanist “Don Carlos” Lankester is now established as a center for exhibition, 
conservation and research, and the 27 acres host over 3,000 species of plants. After viewing 
the vibrant beauty of the gardens you will continue through rolling green hills and farmland to 
your charming accommodations near Turrialba. Enjoy a peaceful evening at your boutique 
accommodations overlooking sugarcane farms and Lake Angostura, with landscaped gardens 
and balconies that open to sounds of exotic birds. 

 • B, L - Casa Turire Hotel or similar 

MAR 1 Archeological Monument Guayabo & Coffee and Sugarcane Plantation Visit
Today you will be met at your accommodations to visit the Archeological Monument Guayabo, 
the site of a mysterious ancient city. Your guide will lead you through cobblestone streets to see 
petroglyphs, tombs, ancient stone carvings of animal gods, and aqueducts where water still flows 
to this day. Veiled in the shadow of the Turrialba Volcano, delight in the legends and history of this 
Pre-Colombian city as your guide explains the findings of the excavations that recede into the 
lush rainforest. In the afternoon, enjoy a visit to a macadamia, coffee and sugarcane plantation 
at Tayutic Hacienda. This hacienda, or traditional working farm, recreates the agricultural 
techniques of the early 1900’s, showcasing how coffee and sugarcane were grown, harvested 
and processed. Of course, no visit would be complete without the complimentary tasting of the 
plantations products of coffee, chocolate-covered macadamia nuts and traditional sugar cakes. 
After enjoying this sampling and the amazing view of the Turrialba Valley you will be returned to 
your accommodations for an evening at your leisure. 

 • B, L - Casa Turire Hotel or similar 

MAR 2 CATIE Tropical Agricultural Research and Higher Education Center
Enjoy a morning visit to the Tropical Agricultural Research and Higher Educational Center (CATIE) 
and its botanical gardens. Your guide will take you through some of CATIE’s fifty gardens where 
you can appreciate a variety of colorful tropical plants from distinct parts of the world, including 
plantations of tropical fruit and forest species. In the botanical gardens you can find the century 
old Kapok tree, towering stalks of bamboo, and orchids and bromeliads dripping from the trees. 
As you walk you will also notice the variety of toucans, oropendulum birds, butterflies and lizards 
that thrive in the plantations and gardens. You may even be able to taste a few tropical fruits 
before enjoying an exquisite lunch at a local restaurant. Returning to your accommodations in the 
early afternoon enjoy time to relax, perhaps taking a stroll through the fruit orchard or a refreshing 
swim in the spring-fed pond. 

 • B, L - Casa Turire Hotel or similar 
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MAR 3 Sarapiqui River Floating Safari
Leaving Turrialba after breakfast you will be transferred to the Chilamate community to begin 
your Floating Safari on the Sarapiqui River. Tranquil and wide, this river provides a great 
opportunity for possible sightings of monkeys, iguanas, sloths and crocodiles. A large variety of 
birds will accompany you on this approximately four-hour voyage floating down the river. With 
two options of either a traditional boat or a fixed-rowing boat, this excursion is wonderful for 
all levels of physical ability and experience. In the evening you will be transferred to your lodge 
accommodations, whose architecture was inspired by indeginous pre-Colombian construction. 
The thatched roofs and earth tones of the décor invite you to enjoy the magnificent nature 
around you. Admire the sweeping views of the Sarapiqui River from the terrace, the pool sitting 
only yards away from the Botos Waterfall, the small Museum of Indigenous Cultures, and the 
botanical indigenous herb garden. 

 • B, L - Sarapiquis Rainforest Lodge or similar 

MAR 4 La Selva Biological Reserve & Finca Sura
Early in the morning you will be met at your accommodations and taken to the Organization 
for Tropical Studies (OTS) at La Selva Biological Reserve. Enjoy a pleasant walk on cement 
and wood-planked trails while your guide highlights the spectacular diversity of your tropical 
forest surroundings, including some 1,850 species of plants, 448 species of birds, and even 
500 species of ants. During your guided exploration you will also learn about the organizations 
research projects on forest dynamics, biodiversity, nutrient cycling, carbon sequestering 
and native species reforestation. After lunch you will continue on to Finca Sura, a pineapple 
plantation and organic farm. Enjoy tasting organic seasonal fruits as you walk through the 
farmland filled with native trees, birds, butterflies and frogs in their natural habitats. A highlight 
of the family-run Finca Sura is the unique organic pineapple plantation, where you will enjoy 
the delicious pineapple fruit while learning of the growing process and possibly even plant one 
yourself! 

 • B, L - Sarapiquis Rainforest Lodge or similar 

MAR 5 Arenal Mistico Hanging Bridges & Costa Rican Cooking Class
Today you will be taken on the approximately two-hour drive onward towards La Fortuna to 
visit the Arenal Mistico Hanging Bridges. Experience the forest from a new perspective as 
your specialist guide takes you on a series of 15 bridges suspended in the trees along the 
approximately two mile interpretive loop trail. After discovering the secrets of the canopy and 
forest floor on this enthralling and unique adventure, continue exploring Costa Rica through 
another avenue: the food! You will be transferred to a traditional Costa Rican home in the 
afternoon where you will learn how to cook several traditional Costa Rican dishes such as 
patacones, tortillas de queso and picadillos. Enjoy these delicious dishes you helped create 
for lunch, as well as a few more prepared by your instructor. In the late afternoon you will be 
transferred to your accommodations nestled between two mountain streams with a panoramic 
view of the Arenal Volcano to enjoy the evening at your leisure. 

 • B, L - Hotel Arenal Kioro Suites or similar 

MAR 6 Arenal Volcano National Park & Natural Hot Springs
In the morning your Naturalist guide will show you the beauty of Arenal Volcano National Park 
with a pleasant walk, taking in dramatic vistas of the semi-active volcano and lush jungle. As you 
meander through secondary rainforest and former lava fields learn more about the impressive 
volcano as well as the flora, fauna and wildlife of the park. Enjoy the afternoon at your leisure to 
relax in the thermal hot springs, exuberant gardens and nature paths of your accommodations. 
The unique thermal springs emerge from deep within the volcanic ground, cascading into pools 
surrounded by gardens. Enjoy the thermal waters of these mineral pools for a blissful afternoon.

• B, L - Hotel Arenal Kioro Suites or similar 
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MAR 7 Arenal Lake Boat Crossing & San Luis Botanical Garden
In the morning you will be picked up at your accommodations and transferred to the Arenal 
Lake Dock to begin the approximately 40 minute lake crossing towards Monteverde. Enjoy 
views of the majestic volcano, migratory birds and vibrant green surroundings as you cross 
Costa Rica’s largest lake on a comfortable pontoon boat. Upon reaching the Rió Chiquito dock 
on the other side of the lake you will be taken on the approximately 1.5-hour drive onward to the 
San Luis Botanical Garden in Monteverde. This five-acre area is filled with sustainable gardens 
designed by six University of Georgia landscape architecture students in 2003. Upon arrival 
you will have lunch at the San Luis Ecolodge, and then enjoy a guided garden walk from one of 
the garden managers. Your guide will identify a magnificent diversity of native plants and share 
sustainability initiatives as well as knowledge on the use of medicinal plants. After the nature 
walk, enjoy a short history talk with Dr. Marvin Rockwell of the Monteverde Quaker community. 
The Quakers founded Monteverde in the early 1950’s when the land was only accessible by ox-
cart. At the end of the excursions you will be transferred to your accommodations nestled in the 
tranquil cloud forest to enjoy the evening at your leisure. 

 • B, L - Monteverde Lodge or similar

MAR 8 Monteverde Cloud Forest Biological Reserve & Monteverde Orchid Garden
Today you will visit one of the most coveted ecotourism destinations in the world, the 
Monteverde Cloud Forest Biological Reserve. Embrace the misty atmosphere as your guide 
creates a deeply rich learning experience within the 3000 species of plants, 120 species of 
amphibians and reptiles, over 500 birds, thousands of insects and more than 130 mammal 
species. If you’re lucky, you may even see the elusive and resplendent quetzal bird, with 
iridescent feathers that graced the headdresses of Mayan kings of the past. After reveling in this 
exuberant cloud forest, in the afternoon you will continue on to the Monteverde Orchid Garden 
to see the vast collection of approximately 450 orchid species native to Costa Rica. Learn about 
the unique petal structures and methods of pollination, as well as practical tips for caring for 
orchids in your own home. 

 • B, L - Monteverde Lodge or similar 

MAR 9 San José City & Hacienda La Laguna
Leaving the cloud forest you will be taken through lush scenery onward to San José, Costa 
Rica’s thriving capital city filled with beautiful theaters, parks and museums. Upon arrival, 
your guide will lead you to cultural highlights of the city center, explaining their historical 
and architectural significance. Especially enjoy the expansive Central Market, where narrow 
walkways overflow with colorful produce, meats and fish, leatherwork, local handcrafts, and 
the iconic coffees and flowers of the country. After lunch at the market you will also visit The 
National Theater, a historic architectural gem known for its lavish furnishings and exquisite 
interior. At the end of your guided exploration of San José, you will be taken on a short drive to 
the outskirts of the city to Hacienda La Laguna, one of the oldest coffee plantations in Costa 
Rica. Ileana de Terán, an enthusiastic orchid grower and conservationist will lead you through 
her beautiful private gardens draped in sprays of oncidiums, terrestrial sobralias and heliconias. 
Enjoy wandering the trails that guide through ferns, philodendrums and bromeliads, as well 
as enjoy dinner with Ileana, founder of the non-profit Sacro Foundation to help protect Costa 
Rican orchids. At the end of the day’s excursions you will be transferred to your boutique 
accommodations overlooking the valley. 

 • B, L, D - Hotel Alta las Palomas or similar 

MAR 10 Departure
Today you will be picked up at your accommodations and transferred to the San José airport in 
accordance with your international return flight home.

 • B
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ACCOMMODATION HIGHLIGHTS

Please note these are the preferred accommodations but are subject to change based on availability at time of trip confirmation.
 

HOTEL ALTA LAS PALOMAS: SAN JOSÉ

CASA TURIRE HOTEL: TURRIALBA 

  

SARAPIQUIS RAINFOREST LODGE:  SARAPIQUI

   

HOTEL ARENAL KIORO SUITES: ARENAL

  

MONTEVERDE LODGE: MONTEVERDE
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COST DETAILS 

$4,430*  Per traveler, double occupancy.

$1,360  Single supplement. 

$600** Estimated international airfare costs. 

*Note: As currency exchanges and fluctuations vary, this is an approximate cost, which Knowmad Adventures reserves the right to adjust. 
This land-cost price is based on a minimum of 15 travelers. Knowmad reserves the right to adjust this price in order to accommodate fewer 
registrants should there be less than 15. Trip size is capped at 25.

**AIRFARE INFORMATION

Knowmad Adventures will assist in arranging your airfare to and from Costa Rica, but is not responsible if available flights exceed the price 
estimate. You may also purchase international airfare independently, but please contact Knowmad Adventures prior to purchasing to ensure 
that the flight arrival and departure schedule work well with the itinerary.

INCLUSIONS

• 11 nights boutique hotel accommodations 

• 11 breakfasts, 10 lunches, welcome dinner and farewell dinner

• Professional English-speaking guides throughout 

• Personalized pre-departure support including Trip Information Packet (contains a packing list, details about regions, weather, electricity    
   convertors, etc.) 

• Local excursions as indicated 

• Airport transfers as indicated 

• Field arrangements as necessary 

• Ground transportation and support vehicles

• Additional guides as needed 

• Entrance fees and permits as indicated

• Taxes and surcharges on excursions

• Escort by Director Emeritus Peter Olin 

• A $300 tax-deductible donation to the Arboretum 

NOT INCLUDED International airfare (see estimate for airfare cost guidance); visa, passport, and departure/arrival fees; airline fees for luggage; trip 

insurance (trip insurance including cancellation coverage strongly recommended); activities listed as optional and/or denoted with asterisk; meals not 

indicated in the itinerary; tips to local guides and drivers; personal items; alcoholic beverages

PAYMENT SCHEDULE

DUE UPON RESERVATION    $1,000 deposit per traveler

60 DAYS PRIOR TO DEPARTURE   Remaining Balance

Knowmad Adventures accepts checks, money orders & Visa, Discover & Mastercard credit cards. 

PLEASE REFER TO REGISTRATION FORM FOR TERMS & CONDITIONS
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READY FOR THE TRIP OF A LIFETIME? 

Signing up is easy. Please fill out the Registration & Payment Forms, read & sign the Booking Information & Liability Release, and mail pages 1-3 to PO Box 50572, Minneapolis, 
MN 55405 or fax to 1 612 293 3935. You can also scan and email the pages to travel@knowmadadventures.com but this is not a secure way to send credit card info - 
please call 1 877 616 8747 to relay it verbally. We thank you for choosing to explore with Knowmad Adventures.

REGISTRATION FORM                              
If you’re more than 2 travelers, download additional forms at www.KnowmadAdventures.com/contact.html. Please print clearly in blue or black pen. 

TRIP NAME            START DATE

TRAVELER ONE   NAME (Important: exactly as it appears on passport)

STREET ADDRESS

CITY          STATE    ZIP

PHONE        EMAIL

GENDER     º male   º female     BIRTHDAY (mm/dd/yyyy)   OCCUPATION

PASSPORT NO.       EXPIRATION DATE   CITIZENSHIP

MEDICAL CONDITIONS/ALLERGIES     DIETARY RESTRICTIONS

EMERGENCY CONTACT       PHONE

ACCOMMODATION INFO   I will share accommodations with                                                                                        We prefer   º 2 twin beds     º 1 bed

TRAVELER TWO   NAME (Important: exactly as it appears on passport)

STREET ADDRESS

CITY          STATE    ZIP

PHONE        EMAIL

GENDER     º male   º female     BIRTHDAY (mm/dd/yyyy)   OCCUPATION

PASSPORT NO.       EXPIRATION DATE   CITIZENSHIP

MEDICAL CONDITIONS/ALLERGIES     DIETARY RESTRICTIONS

EMERGENCY CONTACT       PHONE

ACCOMMODATION INFO  I will share accommodations with                                                                                        We prefer   º 2 twin beds     º 1 bed

FLIGHT INFORMATION
Knowmad Adventures does not purchase nor sell airfare.* We are here to help you with the process, but ultimately it is your responsibility to purchase flights. We 
recommend that you purchase flights through flight provider Exito Travel to help make sure that the flights align with your itinerary and are purchased with reputable 
airlines. Often the best value and most efficient process is that Exito Travel quote your international and regional flights together (this also aids in reducing the risk that 
flight changes do not negatively impact subsequent flights). 

º I would like assistance purchasing airfare through recommended flight provider Exito Travel. 

º I will purchase airfare on my own and will confirm with Knowmad Adventures before purchasing that the dates and times work with my itinerary. 

*It is your responsibility to make sure that all flights you purchase coincide with the trip itinerary, whether purchased on your own or through Exito Travel. Knowmad Adventures is not responsible for  
 financial loss incurred if flights purchased do not align with the itinerary, nor for any airline penalties or fees resulting from changes or trip cancellation once airline tickets have been issued. Knowmad  
 Adventures is not responsible for any forfeiture that results due to any inability to obtain airline tickets that allow you to participate on a reserved trip.  Please note that all airfare on our trips is subject  
 to change without notice until tickets are issued. If due to unforeseen circumstances your trip should be delayed or cancelled, please bear in mind that many airfares carry major restrictions and in  
 many cases are nonrefundable; may only be valid on the carrier listed (i.e., non-endorsable); may require advance purchase; may only be valid for specific travel dates or times; and/or may involve   
 traveling by an inconvenient route. 
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In order to make a reservation for your trip please fill out the Registration Form on page 1, read the Booking Information and Liability Release, signing on page 3, fill in 
your deposit payment method below, and sign the Insurance section at the bottom of this page. Mail pages 1 - 3 to Knowmad Adventures, PO Box 50572, Minneapolis, 
MN 55405 or fax to 1 612 293 3935. You can also scan and email forms to travel@knowmadadventures.com. NOTE >> Never email credit card info. If paying by credit 
card and emailing the forms please sign below, but call us at 1 877 616 8747 to give your card info verbally. We thank you and look forward to traveling together.

DEPOSIT PAYMENT METHOD

º PERSONAL CHECK OR MONEY ORDER

º CREDIT CARD           º Visa     º Mastercard     º Discover

       CARD NUMBER                                           EXPIRATION DATE                3/4 DIGIT SECURITY CODE (on back of card)

       BILLING ADDRESS  º Same as address listed on Registration Form. If different, please list below.

    STREET ADDRESS

    CITY       STATE   ZIP

PAYMENT FORM

CREDIT CARD AUTHORIZATION SIGNATURE                                                                                   DATE 

NAME AS IT APPEARS ON CREDIT CARD

SIGNATURE OF TRAVELER ONE    DATE 
Parents and/or Legal Guardians must sign for participants under the age of 18 

/

30% OF TRIP COST* MULTIPLIED BY NO. OF TRAVELERS =                               TOTAL DEPOSIT AMOUNT IN USD

>> *Please refer to your trip proposal for costs, deposit amount and payment schedule. Generally, 30% of your trip cost is due to confirm with remaining balance  
due 45 days before departure, however deposit amounts and payment schedules can vary because additional requirements set forth by local lodges, cruises, etc.  
take precedent. If your trip departure is within the next 45 days, full payment is due to confirm.

FOR OFFICE USE ONLY

FOLDER OR GROUP NAME

TRAVEL DATES

TOTAL PAX #   PAX # FOR THIS PMT ONLY

NAME(S) FOR THIS PMT ONLY:

PAYMENT TYPE           º Credit Card     º Check

A1                   ZIP

TOTAL TO PROCESS (Detail Above)

INSURANCE
All travelers with Knowmad Adventures are required to be covered by travel related 
personal medical insurance. I agree to obtain or verify that I have the above personal 
medical insurance. 

SIGNATURE OF TRAVELER TWO    DATE 
Parents and/or Legal Guardians must sign for participants under the age of 18 

Cancellation insurance is also highly recommended but not required (ask us about 
supplemental insurance). If you choose to decline this protection, you are assuming 
any financial loss associated with your travel arrangements.

>> PLEASE READ THE LIABILITY RELEASE & BOOKING INFORMATION, AND  

SIGN ON PAGE 3.
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This Agreement is important. It includes 

terms and conditions and releases Knowmad 

Adventures, Inc., doing business as Knowmad 

Adventures and Knowmad, from liability. It must 

be signed by all participants.

RELEASE FROM LIABILITY.

Knowmad Adventures, Inc., is defined to include 

its employees, shareholders, subsidiaries, 

affiliates, officers, directors, representatives and 

agents. It does not own or operate any entity 

which provides goods or services for your trip 

including, for example, lodging facilities, bus, 

plane, train, kayak, yacht or other transportation 

companies or devices, food service providers, 

equipment suppliers, etc. All such persons and 

entities are independent contractors. As a result, 

Knowmad Adventures, Inc., is not liable for any 

negligent or willful act or failure to act of any 

such person or entity, or of any other third party. 

Without limitation, Knowmad Adventures, Inc., is 

not responsible for any injury, loss, or damage to 

person or property, death, delay or inconvenience 

in connection with the provision of any goods or 

services occasioned by or resulting from, but not 

limited to, acts of God, acts of government, force 

majeure, acts of war or civil unrest, insurrection or 

revolt, strikes or other labor activities, criminal or 

terrorist activities of any kind, or the threat thereof, 

overbooking or downgrading of accommodations, 

structural or other defective conditions in hotels 

or other lodging facilities, mechanical or other 

failure of airplanes or other means of any sort, 

dangers incident to recreational activities such 

as swimming, kayaking, canoeing, rafting, hiking, 

horseback riding, bicycling, rock climbing, etc., 

sanitation problems, food poisoning, lack of 

access to or quality of medical care, difficulty 

in evacuation in case of a medical or other 

emergency, illness, epidemics or the threat 

thereof or for any other cause beyond the direct 

control of Knowmad Adventures, Inc. In addition, 

I release Knowmad Adventures, Inc., from its own 

negligence and assume all risk thereof.

Knowmad Advnetures, Inc., may take photo-

graphs or video of its trips and trip participants 

grant Knowmad Adventures, Inc. permission to do 

so and for it to use them for promotional or com-

mercial use without payment or any compensation 

to participant.

 

ASSUMPTION OF RISK. 

I am aware that adventure travel such as that I am 

undertaking involves hazardous activities, some 

in remote areas of the world, with a risk of illness, 

injury or death which may be caused by forces of 

nature, the negligence of Knowmad Adventures, 

Inc., or other persons and companies known or 

unknown, or of willful or criminal conduct of third 

parties. I am aware that weather conditions may 

be severe, adverse and/or unpleasant. I am also 

aware that medical services or facilities may not 

be readily available or accessible during some or 

all of the time during which I am participating on 

the trip. In order to partake of the enjoyment and 

excitement of this adventure travel trip I am willing 

to accept the risks and uncertainty involved as 

being an integral part of my adventure. I hereby 

accept and assume full responsibility for any 

and all risks of illness, injury or death and of the 

negligence of Knowmad Adventures, Inc., or of 

any third parties.

VOLUNTARY PARTICIPATION.  

I acknowledge that I have voluntarily applied 

to participate on the trip designated on this 

application (or a trip which I may change to).  

I am voluntarily participating in this trip with 

knowledge of the hazards involved. 

ARBITRATION. I agree that in the unlikely event 

of any dispute concerning, relating, or referring 

to this contract, the brochure, or any other 

literature concerning my trip, or the trip itself shall 

be resolved exclusively by binding arbitration 

in Minneapolis, Minnesota according to the 

then existing commercial rules of the American 

Arbitration Association. Such proceedings will be 

governed by substantive Minnesota law. Should 

any part of this contract be found invalid or not 

enforceable by a court of law, then the remaining 

portion shall continue to be valid and in force.

KNOWING AND VOLUNTARY EXECUTION.  

I have carefully read this agreement including 

the Booking Information sections on pages 

4 and 5 of this document, especially those 

regarding cancellation and refund policies, 

limitation of liability, and responsibility borne by 

trip participants. I am aware that this is a release 

of liability and a contract between myself and 

Knowmad Adventures, Inc., and sign it of my  

own free will.

SIGNATURE OF TRAVELER ONE    DATE SIGNATURE OF TRAVELER TWO                  DATE
Parents and/or Legal Guardians must sign for participants under the age of 18   Parents and/or Legal Guardians must sign for participants under the age of 18

LIABILITY RELEASE

WHAT YOUR TRIP INCLUDES

Pre-trip services 

Expert leadership and guiding

Accommodations as indicated in detailed  
   itinerary and based on double occupancy 

Local excursions as indicated

Airport transfers as indicated in  
   detailed itinerary

Backcountry field arrangements as   
   necessary 

Some equipment for adventure   
   excursions 

Ground transportation and support    
   vehicles

Additional guides and porters as needed

Entrance fees and permits 

Alcohol as indicated on select itineraries

All meals as indicated in detailed itinerary   

   (B-breakfast, L-lunch, D-dinner)

Each trip varies slightly, so call 1 877 616 8747 to 

speak with us or refer to your trip itinerary.

WHAT ISN’T INCLUDED

International and domestic airfare unless   
   otherwise indicated (our travel experts can help   
   you arrange your flights through a third party  
   flight provider, but airfare is a separate  
   cost) 

Visa, passport, departure/arrival and excess  
   baggage fees

Trip insurance

Activities denoted by an asterisk and listed    
   as optional

Personal items

SINGLE SUPPLEMENT

Accommodations are based on double 

occupancy. If you prefer single accommodations 

you must pay a single supplement fee, which is 

listed in the trip itinerary. If you are traveling alone 

and wish to share accommodations, we will try 

our best to find you a roommate of the same 

gender. Should no one be available at the time 

you register, the Single Supplement is payable and 

you will be invoiced accordingly. If a roommate is 

found prior to departure, this fee will be refunded.

BOOKING AND PAYMENT SCHEDULE

A 30% deposit, along with the signed and 

completed Registration Forms will reserve your 

Knowmad Adventures trip.  

Payment Schedule as Follows

Time of reservation                          30% Deposit
45 days prior to departure                      Balance

Deposit amounts and payment schedules can 

vary because additional requirements set forth 

by local lodges, cruises, etc. take precedent. 

Deposit amounts and payment structure outlined 

on your proposal documents supersedes all other 

information. Payment can be made in the form 

of credit card, cash, check, money order or bank 

transfer. If your trip departure is within the next 45 

days, full payment is due to confirm. If your trip 

departs within 15 days of booking, payment is 

required by credit card in full.

CANCELLATIONS & REFUNDS

At the time we receive written notice that you must 

cancel your trip, the following fees will apply based 

on land cost per person/per trip (all dates are from 

departure date):

Days Prior to Departure                                 Fee

From time of reservation until 45 days        Deposit 
45 days or less                        100% of Land Cost

BOOKING INFORMATION
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Please note that some trips carry a different 

cancellation schedule. In this case, that 

cancellation policy supersedes the information 

above. Clients are strongly advised  

to purchase cancellation insurance at the time of 

making the booking, as this will cover cancellation 

charges in certain circumstances. Payments due  

at the time of cancellation remain the respon-

sibility of the client. Knowmad Adventures 

cancellation policy supersedes that of its 

subcontractors, including but not restricted to 

lodges and cruises.

CANCELLATION BY KNOWMAD 
ADVENTURES

Knowmad Adventures reserves the right to  

cancel any trip due to inadequate sign-up or 

other cause that makes the trip unfeasible for 

us to operate, but we will inform you at least 45 

days prior to departure. In such a case, the client 

may choose a full refund of the Land Cost or an 

alternative trip. If the alternative trip chosen by  

the client is of lesser or greater value than the  

tour originally booked then the client will be 

entitled to a refund of the price difference or be 

required to pay the price difference. Knowmad 

Adventures is not responsible for additional 

expenses incurred by members preparing for  

the trip (e.g. nonrefundable “Advance Purchase” 

air tickets, visa fees if applicable, clothing, 

equipment, medical expenses).

UNUSED SERVICES

No partial refunds are possible for unused  

services including hotel rooms, air or land 

transport, trekking or excursion days, or other 

sight-seeing excursions.

PRICES, SURCHARGES & BROCHURE 
VALIDITY

As we publish our prices more than a year in 

advance, we may occasionally be faced with 

significant cost increases due to factors over 

which we have no control. As such, we reserve 

the right to impose surcharges or price increases 

due to unfavorable exchange rates, increases in 

air fares or other transport costs, taxes, increases 

in the cost of services, or if government action 

should require us to do so. If any surcharge results 

in an increase of more than 10% of the tour cost 

excluding insurance premiums the client may 

cancel the booking within 14 days of notification  

 

of the surcharge and obtain a full refund. Prices 

and dates on the website are only indicative.

MEDICAL & HEALTH

Good physical and mental health is essential 

for the enjoyment of these trips. By forwarding 

the deposit, the client certifies that he/she does 

not have any physical or other conditions that 

would create a hazard for himself/herself or other 

travelers. Once a trip has been confirmed, medical 

conditions will not be considered as exceptions  

to the cancellation policy.

FLEXIBILITY

Trip itineraries as stated for each tour are simply 

an indication of each trip’s events and what the 

group may realize, and are not a contractual 

obligation. The client acknowledges that the 

nature of this type of travel requires significant 

flexibility and should allow for changes. The client 

understands that the amenities, type of transport, 

route, schedule, and itinerary may change without 

prior notice due to events or local circumstances, 

which may include but are not limited to 

mechanical breakdown, flight cancellations, illness, 

strikes, political disputes, weather, border crossing 

issues and other unforeseeable events.

CHANGES BY KNOWMAD ADVENTURES

Knowmad Adventures does its best to operate  

all trips as advertised, however reasonable 

changes may be made to itineraries where 

considered necessary. Knowmad Adventures 

reserves the right to change any of the services 

and facilities described in the trip descriptions 

before a booking is made. If such a change is 

made, the client will be informed at the time of 

booking. If Knowmad Adventures makes a major 

change (a major change is defined as one that 

effects one day in a five day itinerary) after a  

client has booked, the company will inform the 

client as soon as possible if there is time before 

the departure. If the major change is due to force 

majeure or unforeseen circumstance, no refund  

or compensation is payable.

RESPONSIBILITIES OF TRIP MEMBERS

Trip members have certain responsibilities to 

Knowmad Adventures and other trip members. 

The client must at all times comply with the laws, 

customs, foreign exchange and drug regulations 

of the countries visited. At all times the decision 

of the local guide or local supplier is final on all 

matters that may threaten the safety or interfere 

with the well being of the group or individual 

travelers. Should the client fail to comply with the 

above or jeopardize the well being of others or the 

group, then the local guide or local supplier may 

order the client to leave the trip without recourse 

to any refund.

TRAVEL DOCUMENTS

The client must obtain and have possession 

of a valid passport and all visas, permits, and 

vaccination certificates required for the entire trip. 

The client accepts responsibility for obtaining 

these documents and any other necessary 

documents. Information or advice given by 

Knowmad Adventures on visas, vaccinations, 

climate, clothing, baggage, special equipment, 

etc. is given in good faith but without responsibility 

on the part of Knowmad Adventures.

CLAIMS AND COMPLAINTS

If a client has a complaint against Knowmad 

Adventures, the client must first inform the local 

guide/supplier while on the trip in order that the 

guide/supplier can attempt to rectify the issue.

INSURANCE

It is the responsibility of the client to obtain 

personal travel insurance. The client is willing to 

accept full responsibility for insurance up to limits 

that the client may require. This insurance must 

cover personal accident, medical expenses, air 

ambulance, loss of effects, repatriation costs and 

all other expenses which may arise as a result 

of loss, damage, injury, delay, or inconvenience 

occurring to the client. It is compulsory that all 

clients have travel related medical insurance. 

When the client purchases travel insurance 

arranged by Knowmad Adventures the client 

acknowledges that he or she is satisfied with the 

levels of insurance arranged by us. If the client 

does not purchase insurance recommeded by 

Knowmad Adventures, the client understands 

that the price of the trip does not include any 

insurance. When obtaining travel insurance from a 

source other than the recommended by Knowmad 

Adventures, the client must make certain that the 

insurer is aware of the type of travel that the client 

will be undertaking. 

PHOTOGRAPHY

Knowmad Adventures may take photographs 

and/or video of its trips and participants grant 

Knowmad Adventures permission to do so and 

for it to use them for promotional or commercial 

use without payment or any compensation to 

the client.

 

 

AIRLINES & FLIGHTS

Knowmad Adventures is not responsible 

for financial loss incurred if client purchases 

flights that do not align with their itinerary. The 

responsibility of Knowmad Adventures in respect 

to air travel is limited by the airlines conditions 

of carriage. Knowmad Adventures is not able 

to specify the type of aircraft to be used by any 

airline. In addition, Knowmad Adventures is not 

responsible for losses due to cancelled flights 

or seats or changed flight itineraries. The client 

cannot cancel the contract with Knowmad 

Adventures without penalty due to a change of 

airline, aircraft type or destination. Knowmad 

Adventures is not responsible for any airline 

penalties or fees resulting from changes or trip 

cancellation once airline tickets have been issued. 

If due to unforeseen circumstances your trip 

should be delayed or cancelled, please bear in 

mind that many airfares carry major restrictions 

and in many cases are nonrefundable; may only 

be valid on the carrier listed (i.e., non-endorsable); 

may require advance purchase; may only be valid 

for specific travel dates or times; and/or may 

involve traveling by an inconvenient route.

CONTRACT

Anyone wanting to make a booking must 

complete the Registration Form and sign the 

Liability Release. The person(s) included on the 

Registration Form are referred to as the “client” 

in this document. All clients will be bound by the 

conditions in this document. All bookings are 

made with Knowmad Adventures, Inc.,   

dba Knowmad Adventures, which sells the  

trips described in the brochure and website. 

No person has any authority on Knowmad 

Adventures’ behalf to vary these booking 

conditions. The service to be provided is the  

trip(s) referred to in Knowmad Adventures 

brochure, website and discussed with its agents.


